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CHAPTER XX.
KUMAON.
(l)  ITS  SCENERY AND  PRODUCTS.
KUMAON is a sub-Himalayan region, with Nepal
to the east, the snowy range, separating it from
Tibet, to the north, Gurhwal and Dehra Doon to the
west, and Rohilkund to the south. Including the hill
country of Gurhwal, and the belt of forest and swamp
lying immediately under it, of which only a small part
has been reclaimed, Kumaon is-about half the size of
Scotland.
The province presents a remarkable contrast to the
great level country beneath. Over it you travel in som'e
directions hundreds of miles, and scarcely any elevation
or depression in the land can be discerned. As you
travel northward, and approach the limit of the plains,
you see hills rising before you, tier after tier; and behind
them, on a clear day, the higher Himalaya, with their
snowy peaks, as if touching the heavens,
Kumaon is very mountainous, with as great irregularity
as if the land had been fluid, had in the midst of a storm
been suddenly solidified, and had then received its per-
manent shape. Here and there are valleys of some
extent, table-lands and open fields are occasionally seen;
but over a great part of the province hill is separated